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PREFACE.

TO the former Editions of this Book, a general expla-
nation of the metives which induced the Society to un-
dertake a work of so much importance, has been pre-
fixed ; and, from the success which has attended it, by
the great accession of members, it is presumed, that it
has merited general approbation. And there is reason to
believe, that the increase would have been more exten-
sive, but for the misconception of many, who under-
stood that the Conductors of the other Register-Book
had forsaken their new principles, and returned to
their original system, from seeing their old characters,
A, E, 1, O, U, restored in the place of their newly-
adoptcd marks, M, G, L, Z.

It will be found, however, on inspection, that the
new plan is still adhered to, namely, that of giving
characters to ships according to their ages, and the

places wheic built, without a due regard to the man-




PREFACE.,

ner in which they were originally built, the repairs
they have received, and their actual state and condi-
tion.

Those Merchants and Underwriters, who make use of
this Book, may be assured, that in the present as well as
the former editions, the ages of the ships are ascertained
from authentic documents, and not by estimation; it
being evident that the latter mode may be liable to error,
and capable of abuse.

Particular attention has been taken, that the state and
condition of the hulls and materials of ships should
be ascertained by careful surveys, and the charactess
marked by men of the first professional skill, and ur-
questionable integrity.

December, 1801.
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EXPLANATION.

Tre Sociery for conducting the publication of the NEw
REGISTER-BoOK OF SHIPPING think it necessary to give a ge-
veral Explanation of their plan, as well as to state the motives
which induce them to undertake 4 work of 50 inuch importance.

It is well known that a book has, for a long series of years,
been annuaily printed, under the direction of a Committee of a
Society formed of subscribers, for the information of Under-
writers; which book, after a variety of alterations, was at length
arranged in a manner that gave general satisfaction: and having
continued above twenty-four years to be the record of the age,
burthen, built, quality, and condition, of vessels, and their ma-
terials, marked according to the opinion of skilful and diligent
Surveyors, (employed by the Society in all the principal ports of
the kingdom,) had become a book of authority, and, in a great
degree, governed the Merchant, the Ship-Owner, and Under-
writer, in their opinions of the quality of Ships, for the purpose of
freighting goods, or insuring, and consequently ina great measure
regulated their value.

In the preceding year, the Commiitee of the Society, without
consulting the subscribers at large, made an entire change in this
system, so long established and so universally approved, and sub-
stituted in its place a plan founded on a principle diametrically
opposite and perfectly erroneous.

Instead of classing the Ships, which they gave an account of,
according to the actual state and condition, ascertained by a care-
ful surveyor, a new system was adopted, of stamping the character
of the Ship wholly by her age, and the place in which she was
built, without any regard to the manner m which she was origi-
nally constructed, the wear or damage she might have sustained, or
the repairs she might from time to time have received, or even being
rvebuilt ; thereby at once obviating the necessity of surveying the
hulls of vessels, lessening the inducement to build ships upon
principles of strength and durability, and taking away the encou-
ragement to keep them in the best state of repair, that they might
maintain their character in the Register-Book alluded to.
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It is scarcely necessary to say more on the subject than merely
to give the Rules of this new plan which they have adopted ; and
which are as follow :

The letter M means the first class, G the second class, and L
the third class. The figures denote the number of years the ves-
sels built at the ports against which they are placed are to be con-
tinued in each class.

M|G|L M|G L
River Topsham I
King’s Yard } 13| 7 | O |[Weymouth
India Exeter
Exmouth
Lyme
Arundel 3 Appledore
Chichester Barnstaple
Cowes Biddeford
Emsworth Saltcomb
Hampton Falmouth
i(chenor Ilfracomb
mington Ulverston L 510
Pzr(smgouth o B g Broad Stairs e
Newhaven St. Ives
Rochester Folkstone
Shorgham Dover
Southampton Sandwich
Plymouth Gloucester
J Isle of Man
Quebec
o Bermuda
Bristol W.ells
Liverpool Irish )
Chester
Poole =
Teignmouth Hull
Bridport Whitby
Lyon Sunderland
Lancaster Shields
Ipswich X Newcastle i
Stockton L 10| 5| o [Howden-Pass
Chepstow Whitehaven
Newnham Workington 8 6lo
Harwich Yarmouth >
Woodbridge Scotland
Fowey Wales
Parkgate Scarbro’
Thorn, in Essex Bridlingtoa
Dartmouth Gainsbro’
Brixham Hartly-point
Torbay Maryport
Torquay Lowestofl J
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M|G|L M| G| L
Blythe
Selby
Harrington % s 1610 If Live OAK.
‘;’-’ff y Carolina
il ¥ Georgia 3
New Providence Philadelphia 121810
I'rench New York
Dautch
Spanish
;!?,‘,"2:;,31 l 8 6|0 [f BLock BircH.
Hambro’ -
Nova Scotia
e J New Brunswick §| 0| % | ©
Virginia
Maryland
Boston and the 6| 4]0 If Oax.
Northern States
’ Nova Scotia «..... 5151|0
Norway
Sweden 1
Denmark
Koningsburgh Newfoundland ]
Stralsund y 6|4 0 Labradore 4 )4 0
Stettinand Prussia,
in general in the
Battic Fir-built Vessels 51510

Prize-ships, whose ages are not acertained, to have no characters
given them.

CEPE L PP IIIE P ST

No general reasons have been assigned for the new plan: and, as
to the distinction of places, imagination is left to its free seope to
ascertain what causes make some situations so inferior to others;
for instance, why should ships built at Quebec stand in the first
class two years longer than vessels built at Hull or the Northern
ports of this kingdom, Wales,&c. ? and professional men are equally
ata loss to conjecture why the Comnrittee have thought proper to
class the shipping of some ports in these kingdoms in degrees so
much inferior to those of others ; not 1o say any thing respecting
the relative situations in which ships in foreign ports are placed.

On the first appearance of this new system, meetings were held
by a numerous body of ship-owners of this city, who came to
resolutions, expressing in the sfrongest manner their disapprebation
of the conduct of the Committee of the Society; and, amonyst
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other resolutions, declared their opinion, that it was *“ founded in
¢ error, and calculated to mislead the judgment of merchants
*¢and underwriters; and, if continued, would not only prove.of
# the most injurious consequences to individual ship-owners, mer-
« chants, and underwriters, but to every branch of trade con-
* nected with repairing and refitting vessels; and, in a great
« measure, tend to destroy the shipping of the country,”

Meetings were held, and similar resolutions formed, in the
principal out-ports of the kingdom.

The ship-owners of London appointed a committee to represent
to the authors of this new plan the injurious tendency of their
system ; but that Committee thought proper even to refuse them
an interview. Under these circumstances, the ship-owners had so
remedy but to raise subscriptions and make the necessary arrange-
ments for publishing a book founded upon principles so long
established and so universally approved ; and, to carry the same
into execution, they have appointed surveyors, with adequate
salaries, in every port of the kingdom; and they now beg leave
to submit the result of their labours to the candour .of those in-
terested in commerce, in shipping, and in the business of under-
writing; and, far from wishing to make any mystery or secret of
their modes of classing ships, they beg leave to state the Rules they
have adopted, and which are as follow :

RULES
ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE

OF THE
NEW REGISTER OF SHIPPING.

L —————

First Class, marked A.

‘India-built Ships, if built with Teek, well seasoned, squared,
and well fastened, Twelve Years.

River-built Ships, if built entirely of British Oak, well seasoned,

uared, and well fastened, Twelve Years.

Country-built Ships, if built as above, Ten Years.

Bermuilian and American-built Ships of the Southern Colonies,
of Live-Oak and Pitch-Pine, or Cedar, or White Oak, if well
built and fastened as above, Ten Years.

French-built Ships, if built and fastened as above, Ten Years.
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Spanish, Portuguese, Mediterranean, Dutch, and all Ships of
the Northern Nations, of Oak, Eight Years.

British-built Ships, if built with a mixture of inferior Foreign
Timber Eight Years.

Quebec, and 3ll the Northern Sates of America, of OQak,
Eight Years,

Newfonndland, if built with Juniper and Spruce, Secen Years.

Nova Scotia, &g, if built with Juniper and Spruce, Seven Years.

Nova Scotia, or Newfoundiand, if built with Black-Birch and
Fir, Four Years.

Second Class, marked E,

All ships kept in perfect repair, that appear, on survey, to have
no defects, and are completely calculated to carry a dry cargo
with safety. '

Third Class, marked X.

Ships, which, from appearance of defect, or want of thorough
and substantial repair, shall not appear, upon survey, perfectly
safe to carry dry goods, though such vessels are deemed sea-wor-
thy as far as regards the carrying goods not liable to sea-damage.

Fourth Class, marked O,

Vessels out of repair, and not deemed safé and sea-worthy for a
forejgn voyage.

1 — 2— Ships Materiuls.

If well fopnd, marked 1 ;
If indifferently found, marked 2 ;
After the letter of the ship’s character.

re—

After thus avowing the principles upon which they have pro-
ceeded in the execution af this work, and the motives which com-
pelled them to undertake it, they hope those, for whose information
it is designed, will make due allowances for the defects that might
appear on its first publication ; as it must be obvious, that the col-
lecting materials for such a work is at{ended with no inconsidera-
ble degree of labour ; and that, in spite of the utmost attention,
there will be many omissions.

The Committee have used their utmost endeavours to collect the
names of as many ships as possible from the registers at the different
ports: and, where they have not had an opportunity of surveying
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them, on account of their absence, have inserted their names,
burthen, built, &c. by which description alone, the merchant,
ship-owner, and underwriter, will at least have as much in-
formation as is given in the Register-Book complained of.

It will be seen, that, considering the short time the Society has
been established, a very considerable number has been surveyed ;
and those ships, which have not yet; will be soon inspected, and
marked as they arrive in port.

At the same time, they request that those, whose vessels happen
to have escaped the notice of the surveyors, will send information
to the Office : or, in case any error should appear in the survey, it
is requested, that tliose interested will represent the same to the
Committee, when a new survey will be immediately ordered : and,
in the event of a difference in opinion, such measures will be adopt-
ed by them as are most consistent with impartiality to the indivi-
dual and justice to the public.

They flatter themselves this hook will be in a constant state of
improvement, being truly seusible of its great importance ; and no
exertions on their part shall be wanting to make it as perfect as
possible. . :

The subcribers to this book, who mean to withdraw their
pames for the ensuing year, will please to send notice, (in wri-
ting,) to the Sccretary, on or before the first day of I_*Iovember;
and those gentlemen who do not give such notice, will be con-
sidered as Subscribers, and have a book] prepared for them ac-
cordingly.

April 2, 1799.




ABBREVIATIONS.

In the First Column.

Bg. .Brig Dr....Dogger | K....Ketch | Sk ..Smack | St.....Schoot
Bk..:.Barque | G.....Galliot | Lr...Lugger | Sp...Sioop Sw....Snow
Cr....Cutter | H.....Hoy S....Ship Sr...Scheoner | Yt....Yacht

s sheathed.—d doubled.—s&d sheathed and doubled.—s.C. sheathed with
Copper. —s.C.IB. shieathed with Copper and Iron Bolts, —s. W.&C,
sheathed with Copper over Boards.—C.tp. Copper repaired.—C.lm. Cop-
pered to light-water Mark,—Ch. Chinamed.—C.B. Copper Bolts.

In the Third Column.
sp Single Deck. spn Single Deck with Beams.
: pw Deep Waist, spw Single Deck with Deep Waist.
Those Vessels which have nothing under their Tonnage have Two Decks.

In the Fourth Column.

3D’s Three Decks.

M s rebuilt Irp. :....large Repair | Nw......new Wales
len....lengthened HP. s oo thorough Rep'r | we...... Wales cased
rsd .. ..raised NB......new Boitom WD...... Wales doubled
XPsnesa repaired ND......new Deck CL&SL. .. Clincher&Slight
Drp....Damages reprd | NKI..... new Keel Pr1.S...Pairs of lron
Srprs...Some repairs NTSds . .new Top Sides Standards.

BTDsc e en good Repair NUW....newUppr\rks
F.P. French Prize. — S;P, Spanish Prize. — D.P. Dutch Prize.
A. under the Owner denotes that the Vessel is American Property.
The Seventh Column
Containg the Feet of the Draught of Water when loaded.—Under the Draunght

of Water, wLc for Low Counter.—sxk Single Knees.—~Nk No Knees.
LB, Long Hatchway.

In the Eighth Column.

£ (Be..Belfast | Fa..Falmouth | Ly..Lynn Tho.... Teignmouth
& | Br ..Bristol Gr. . Grenock Nc..Newcastle | Tp....Topsham

% Co...Cork HI...Hull Po .. Poole Wa...Waterford
=< Cs...Cowes La...Lancaster | Ph..Portsmouth | Wa...Whitehaven
¢ | Da..Dartmth | Lh..Leith Pl. .Plymouth | Wo...Workington
£ | Du..Dublin Li...Liverpool |Sd...Sunderland | Wy... Whiiby

& L(Ex..Exeter Lo...London Sh...Shields Ya....Yarmouth

N.B. The abbreviated Port is always the surveying Port.
The C. under the Voyage stands for Constant Trader.

The Timber of which Vessels are built is marked by the following
Italic Letters.

B.B.... Black-Birch AT D .Juniper P.......Pine

| 1o g Cedar R e Spruce P.P.....Pitch-Pine
H...... Hazel L.O.....Live-Oak W.H....Witch-Hazel
HkMk ..HackMatack | M....... Mahogany W.0....White-Oak,

The Figures from 1 to 12, under the Character, denote the Month of the Sur-
vey in the Year 1810,——04 for 1804,—05 for 1805




NUMBER OF SHIPS
REGISTERED IN THIS BOOK,

EXCLUSIVE OF THE SUPPLEMENTS.

A1l |A2] E1]|E2[L 1|1 2|0 1|0 2[ Total
A 701 |27 | 524 |39 [35] 9| 1 |— | 1336:
Blye 984 140 | 272 1N } 27 5 1 |— 610
e 412 |22 1807 |27 (35| 9 |— |— | 902
By 280 71201 gl18| 6| 1 |—| 472
E.oocl -839 116 | 332 {19128 1 Z 1 Y. |—} 722
F....| 357 |12|344 |22 |27 | 5|— |—| 767
G. 183 |11 |26 | 9|23 | 1| 1 |— | 434
H. 420 |15 |375 29|23 | 6| 1|~ | 869
< [ 542 |23 | 500 (32|50 | 7 |— |—|[1154
K 40 1 40 1 4 | — | — |- 86
) o 310 [12 229|925 ]12| 8| — |— | 591
M.. 554 |27 1461 |37 |42 | — | — |—| 112
N .. 208 s|l1s0| 7|15 | 4 |— |—| 422
o T G 12 & (T 1 SR B 1 |—| 180
202 s})20 |23 |27 | 8| 1 |—| 649
& Py 16 [—| 13| 1 |—|—]|—|— S0~
R....| 226 | 9190|118 |13 | 7 |— [—| 463
s 446 125 404 |33 |45 | 9| — |— | 962
{1 = 954 |11 {25518 |23 | 5| —|— | 50!
Yies 218 8§ |24 | 14 | 28 5 1 |— 488
0 99 g8t 7ol 5|1 71| 2({—|[|—| 9
Wesotel 1175 s|158| 9l1s| 1 |—|[—] 869
4, Gaus 5 |— — i | — | — | 5
3 A 292 WS o0 gil — ) =Siles 47
g A 2 T 2 | BT o i e 36

6161 [272 5720 1889 507 [100 | 9 | — |13,467




1{Abbey Bg [Haniford |104/Drtmh 179&9JCapt.&Co
s p |NKiptN|Bms&Irp.10
2(Abeona Sr |Beiaman {130|Massa |1805[T. Cross
spw|Birch & Fir A.
3)— Sp {J. Bible | 76|Stcktn |1808| Warwick
Bagwen | sp|  2-b M. Young
4— S (G Hobson|346|Conect|1803|Lormn& ¢
8
5|=- Sw (Hunter [250|Lynn (1797(Bagge&C,
SDB
Gl== Bg |Malcolm {139|Yrmth |1803|Mills
sW&C.ptCB. 10 son| 8-6 C.
7\-- Bg |E. Ostam {200|Finlnd {1808P. Malm
sps| Fir
8|— Eg |G. Platt | 84/Boston(1808J. Hogg
8SD
9}— 8 |J. Shaw (230(Couect|1802 America
P.Sds
10/Ahgrdeen S |[Cragje 324 Abrdu |1801/J. Gibbon
s V¥&C.lm.ptCB 07!?‘%1""er W“brp‘ &’81 4-6 P.
1/—Merchant |&. Parrot | 92/Nwestl|1794/Hodgson
Sp sp |[NKldrp/02
91— &LeithPac-|Gordon | 71/Abrdu{1798|Catto&Co
ket Sp s o |part Fir 1
§/Abigail S |R. Clark |172{Amer. [1790]|Falconly
8 SDB
4= Bg [B, Lord [134/Amer. (1798 Falconbrg
SpB
85— Bk |J. Clark [199{Savana|1S05/Benson
s with Fir 10, sps|we.Drp|lO A
6l— Bg |J. Heins [185/Nphsn|1784Nagel
zAbourConwaw Pritchard | 50{Wales {1804/, Jones
Sb
8Abmham Bg (J.Cobdeu|13 L{Emswh|1802 Capt.
8DB
9|— S |T Watson|295|Encstr 806/ Burrows
s.C, SDB ; | 10-6 pP.
20| —Newland S |M.Hollet|313!3coil’d|1806/0sborue
5.C.06 3D’s| Fir
§|—&Moses Bg(T.Barclay{111/Whtby(1791|Capt.&Co
siD Irp.[06 4-3 P.
9(Acalus S |W. Neil [170/Yrmth [1795(French&e.|
s98 SDB
{Accushnet S |L. Tobey [222{Amer, [1805(America
s.C.05
4/Achilles Bg [Crops  [296/Whthy|1764(Nicholson
s o eflen.&rh: )95 2-3 P.
25— Bg [Olson. 159/Swedn [1784Ekerman
s sSDE rp.|02
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1810[T. Temple

4-4 P,

1795|Shepherd

Duncan
Elliott,sen
Cheese Co

612G
Bowles& ]

J. Slade
10-4P.4-12
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Grnck
D.&trp.
Prtugl
Bremn
French
Salem
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